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by weight, of the Twante Canal's traffic. It is reported to have
accommodated heavy traffic in timber in recent months.3
The Sittang River is of little consequence for inland navi-
gation, because of a tidal bore, which makes its lower reaches
impracticable for navigation. However, barges and sampans
from its upper reaches, above Toungoo, reach Rangoon through
the Pegu-Sittang Canal.
The Salween River, rising in Tibet, is longer than the
Irrawaddy, but the Hatgyi Rapids, about 75 miles above the
sea, or 55 miles above Moulmein, prevent the use of its middle
reaches except by Burmese longboats or londzuinS; propelled
by oar. The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company had a busy schedule
of launch services in the area around Moulmein, although its
activities there could not compare with those in the Irrawaddy
Delta. The londzvins, which navigate considerable stretches of
the Salween as it flows through Karenni and the Shan States,
can also reach Mehongsohn in Siam, west of Chiengmai.
CHIEF ENTREPRENEURS
The Trrawaddy Flotilla Company probably carried less than
half the total freight of Burma's inland waterways. However,
it was the only public carrier of any importance, and its name
was synonymous in the minds of most people with inland navi-
gation. Statistics relating to this company, in the immediate
prewar period, were approximately as follows :
Powered  craft   ....................           263
"Dumb"   craft   ....................           383
Passengers........................  7,000,000
Freight   (tons)    ...................   1,000,000
Steamer crews....................        5,500
Dockyard employees   ...............        3,000
Clerical   staff   .....................           500
The ""dumb" craft included nearly 200 cargo boats, the most
typical of which were 50 to 100 feet in length, had a mean
light draft of five or six feet, and carried 2,000 to 5,000 baskets
of paddy (one basket equals 46 pounds). In addition, there
were more than 100 "flats" of 175-250 feet in length, and
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